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Cucchi takes Presidency
Long passes torch along to former FUSA Vice President

Alex Fylypovych / The Mirror
Junior Alex Cucchi wins the presidency in a landslide election against Lindsey Hanley '15 and Mariano Portocarrero '15 and will succeed Alex Long '14 (left) in the 2014-15 school year.

READ FUSA ON PAGE 2

New Student Leaders at odds with program ethics code
By Salvatore Trifilio
News Editor
With New Student Leader interviews underway, the
Student Programs and Leadership Development departments
code of ethics has once again been brought into question by
students and staff alike.
According to the SPLD Professional and Leadership
Standards, "Representatives are not to engage or be in the
presence of illegal activity, this includes but not limited to
banned drugs, underage drinking, hazing, purchase of items
for others to use for illegal activity, etc. Representatives who
find themselves in situations where illegal activity is occurring
are to either address the issue with the intent for the activity
to cease or Representatives are to leave the environment
immediately ..."
The code of ethics mentioned above is supplemental
to the one put forth in the Fairfield University Student
Handbook, and is a one-year contract that "all student leaders
within the Department of Student Programs and Leadership
Development," must abide by, on and off campus.
Last year, a petition started by former Co-Chair of New
Student Programs Lorena Gullotta '14, challenged the clause
within the former code of ethics that prohibited New Student
Leaders from being in the presence of underage drinking.
Despite the petition, nothing has changed to the newly
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titled "SPLD Professional and Leadership Standards,"
according to Assistant Dean of Students and Director of
Student Programs and Leadership Development Kamala
Kiem, who agreed to answer questions via email.
Kiem stated, "Although the specific policy in question was
not altered, we considered significantly the feedback solicited
as well as received voluntarily, surrounding the support that

I think the code of conduct in the student
handbook should be adequate for everybody.
- Fr. Michael Doody,
Director of Restorative Counseling
our student leaders need to uphold these standards."
"Given the nature of our student leaders' roles on campus
(i.e. their tremendous influence and impact), we believe that
they are called to a higher set of ethics and standards than the
larger student body," Kiem stated, in regards to the need for a
supplemental contract.
Co-Chair of New Student Programs Eric Lynch '14,
explained that given the merger of orientation leaders and

first year mentors into the new NSL title, these students must
be held accountable for the entire year, and not just during
orientation. Other colleges, such as Creighton, Sacred Heart
and Providence only require contract adherence during
orientation, according to student leaders and administrators
at those schools.
Many current and former NSL members at Fairfield
have taken issue with the duration of the contract and how it
follows students off campus.
"We signed that, one of the first meetings we had," said
former member of "Super Team 17" and current NSL member
Kaley Nugent '16. "When we found out we were NSLs we
signed that, that means the end of last year before we were
even interacting with students, over the summer."
Comparable universities, such as Fordham, Creighton,
Sacred Heart and Providence hold their orientation leaders to
similar standards, with less exhaustive or no contracts at all
supplemental to their respective student handbooks.
Kiem stated, "... We believe that in order to promote
integrity and congruency of their values and actions, these
standards should remain consistent on and off campus. How
can their actions be considered authentic if they are only
behaving ethically on campus?"
However, Director of Restorative Counseling Fr. Michael
Read NSL on Page 3
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FUSA draws largest voter turnout in 10 years
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
The winners of the 2014 Fairfield University Student Association presidential and vice presidential elections are officially Alex
Cucchi '15 and Anif McDonald
'16, respectively, in a landslide victory over the competition.
They defeated fellow candidates Lindsey Hanley '15 and her

This is how seniors will
leave their mark on the
school and what they're
doing is investing in the
future of this institution.
- Alex Long ' 14
FUSA President

vice presidential candidate Janice
Herbert '15, and lone presidential
candidate Mariano Portocarrero
'15. Cucchi will move up from
serving as vice president for current FUSA president Alex Long
'14.
"I think what [Cucchi] has
done last year has primed him for
this position," said Long. "The relationships that he has sought to
build, especially with a lot of administration at this school, will
only benefit his presidency in
many positive ways."
About 100 students were in
attendance at the Levee on Tuesday night to show their support for

the presidential, vice presidential
and senatorial candidates.
After the senators for each
class year were announced, Long
said that Cucchi had won the
presidency. Upon hearing this,
the crowd at the Levee burst into
cheers of "Cucchi" as music started playing.
"It's awesome. I'm just really
excited to lead this university in
the right direction for the next
year," said Cucchi about his victory. "Alex [Long] has been such a
great mentor to me and taught me
so much about what it means to be
a leader."
1,165 votes were cast this
year, the most in 10 years. This is
an increase from last year when
"about 750 people voted," according to former FUSA election commissioner Julianne McGrath '13.
Cucchi secured the presidency with 757 votes while Hanley and Portocarrero recorded 221
and 132 votes, respectively.
For the vice presidency, McDonald, Cucchi's former high
school classmate, received 768
votes while Herbert only received
264.
"It's a little disappointing, but
Alex and I are great friends and
I'm excited to work with him,"
said Hanley. "I think that they will
be great. I never had any doubts
about that."
Portocarrero expressed a
similar sentiment: "It's tough, but
I gave it my best shot. I'm really
happy for Alex. He's going to be a
great leader next year," he said.
From 10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, students were allowed

Alex Fylypovych/The Mirror
Juniors Lindsey Hanley and Janice Herbert speak with Stags TV as they await the results of the 2014 FUSA elections.

to cast their votes in the Barone
Campus Center. A large majority
of students, though mostly underclassmen, headed to the BCC Info
Desk to cast their votes for FUSA
president, vice president and class
senators.
Although it may seem like the
seniors do not have much to vote
for, Long said he thinks otherwise.
"This is how seniors will leave
their mark on the school and what
they're doing is investing in the future of this institution," said Long.
Senior
Spencer
Colpitts
agreed, saying, "I think it's important when we leave that we know
we're leaving Fairfield in good
hands."

Alex Fylypovych/The Mirror
Presidential candidate Mariano Portocarrero '15 gives an interview at The
Levee.
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Donoghue addresses assault
By Christina Mowry
Contributing Writer
Four cases of sexual assault were reported
on campus last semester, prompting Fairfield
officials to respond to a White House call for
action to lower the amount of these attacks.
One in every five women will be a victim
of sexual assault in college, Dean of Students
Karen Donoghue '03 told a campus press conference on Feb. 19.
One of the areas Donoghue oversees at
Fairfield is sexual assault. Despite four reported
cases last semester alone, Donoghue says reporting rates for sexual assault are at an all-time
low. She said she works to provide support for
victims, and encourages those who have been
assaulted to come forward.
Donoghue said part of Fairfield's response
to the memorandum is through raising students' awareness of sexual assault and giving
them helpful resources if it does happen. Another way Fairfield is combatting sexual assault
is by ensuring that campus officials are prepared
if a case comes forward.
"We need to train officials to be able to
have these conversations in a very appropriate
way," said Donoghue.
But not all victims of sexual assault choose
to come forward. It may be difficult for victims
to come forward due to the size of Fairfield's
student body, according to Donoghue. With
such a small campus, it is probable that a victim
will see the offender again.
Society's way of viewing assaults is another

reason why victims may not feel comfortable
coming forward. Many believe that intoxication
plays a role in the occurrence of sexual assault.
According to Donoghue, whether a victim was
intoxicated or sober does not matter.
"Just because someone is drunk doesn't
mean they should be sexually assaulted," said
Donoghue.
In addition to encouraging victims to come
forward, Donoghue said she wants to ensure
that they are being supported. Victims of sexual assault have high levels of post-traumatic
stress, which may eventually cause them to
leave school. There are many accommodation
options available to victims, such as taking online classes or being designated a separate dining space.
Donoghue attended Fairfield herself, graduated in 2003, and returned to campus as associate director of residence life in 2007. She
has been the dean of students for the past three
years, and over that time she said she realized
her passion for standing against sexual assault.
"I've realized the stark reality that this is
occurring on our college campus and it's not
okay. I feel an obligation in my role to do something about this," said Donoghue.
Although many view Donoghue as the face
of student conduct, she is also devoting time
and energy to combatting sexual assault both
on campus and in modern society.
"We need to change this culture," said
Donoghue, "because it's never okay to treat anyone with violence, especially sexual violence."

Alex Fylypovych/The Mirror
Above, class of 2017 newly elected president, Jason Abate.

McDonald wins VP
CONT. FROM PAGE 2
Throughout the day, Cucchi
and McDonald were campaigning
at the desk by Einstein's. The two
were handing out free pizza and
other treats and playing music as a
way to encourage voters.
"I saw the posters and everyone doing their campaigning, so
I went for it," said Maeve Conley
'15 on her decision to vote at the
FUSA elections. "The freebies definitely enticed me as a college student. It created a good atmosphere

for the election time."
After the elections were over,
students reflected on what they
thought of the new FUSA president.
"I think he campaigned really
hard and congratulations to him,"
said Chris Finelli '15. "I think
FUSA's in good hands. It's always
been good, and I'm sure he'll keep
that up."
After winning in a landslide
fashion, Cucchi will have a lot to
prove to the many students who
voted for him.

NSLs ask for more transparency, conversations on policy
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
laid * he believes
students are already expected to
act in respectful representation of
Fairfield, regardless of a secondary
contract.
Though he believes the SPLD
has a right to hold students to
standards beyond the student
handbook, he doesn't understand
why the SPLD Professional and
Leadership standards are necessary.
"I think the code of conduct in
the student handbook should be
adequate for everybody," Doody
said.
An "unfair" contract
Junior Ali Rogers is a current
NSL member who made her decision
to join based on her experience as a
first-year-student.
"I think the transition into
college is difficult for the majority
of people, and mine was easier, so
I wanted to help," said Rogers, who
will not be returning next year as an
NSL.
However, Rogers and other
NSL members said their decision to
submit to the contract was not an
easy one.
While none have disputed that
laws should be upheld, many believe
it is unreasonable to expect students
to uphold this code of ethics at all
times on and off campus.
Sophomore Adrian Perkowski,
an NSL member who wishes to
return or become a Resident
Assistant, said he believes it is very
difficult to never be in the presence
of underage drinking.
"You can't get away from it; it's
hard to get away from it in college,"
said Perkowski.
Many NSLs oppose the SPLD
Professional
and
Leadership
Standards because it complicates
their private social life, leading

some to call becoming an NSL
member "social suicide."
;
For Rogers, and many. NSL
members, the experience of working
at orientation and mentoring firstyear-students is what initially
outweighed the contract which they
oppose.
"It is definitely a sacrifice," said
Lynch, "but it is worth it."
Perkowski agreed with Lynch,
but said he believes the code of
conduct creates a bad image and
discourages students from applying
for an NSL position.
A number of current and
former NSL members have pointed
to the SPLD Professional and
Leadership Standards for what they
believe to be declining retention
numbers among NSL members.
According to Nugent, out of over
50 NSL members of the most recent
team, only two are returning, a
number consistently backed in
interviews.
"We are still in the midst of
our selection process and cannot
comment on specific applicant data;
however we would like to inform
you that that number is inaccurate,"
stated Kiem.
Current and former NSL
members are not alone in their
assumption.
"I think this sort of document,
and the pressure put on student
leaders could really diminish the
kind of leadership we get," said
Doody.
Furthermore, students feel
as if the SPLD Professional and
Leadership Standards have gone
beyond assuring NSLs are role
models for first-year-students, and
has leaked into their personal lives.
"I was put on probation over
the summer for Facebook pictures,"
said Nugent, "I was put on probation
for all of last semester."
According to the SPLD

Professional
and
Leadership
Standards,
"Representatives
shall promote professionalism,
excellence, and integrity at all
times, including but not limited to
printed and online postings and
interactions through social media,
such as Facebook and Twitter, etc."
According to Dean of Students
Karen Donoghue '03, the student
handbook allows the university
to take action when social media
suggests they are in violation of
conduct code.
"However, this only happens
when incidents are brought to
our attention, we do not monitor
students' social media sites," said
Donoghue, in regards to her
office, which does not handle
SPLD Professional and Leadership
Standards violations.
Nugent and Rogers explained
that when it comes to social media,
evidence of a violation of the
SPLD Professional and Leadership
Standards do not have to be explicit.
"Over the summer, what if I was
at my brother's graduation party,"
said Nugent, "What if [alcohol is]
just in the corner of the picture."
Lynch
explained
minor
violations are handled as such and
that leadership in New Student
Programs aims to aid NSLs with
their struggles upholding the code
of ethics, a position Kiem reiterated.
"Accountability varies from
case to case. SPLD strives to
be developmental through our
accountability
process,"
stated
Kiem.
However, Rogers and Nugent
explained this uncertainty in the
accountability processes is a stress
on their social lives.
"Every single aspect of your
life, when you sign that contract,
is focused around being an NSL,"
said Rogers, a sentiment other NSLs
shared in interviews.

Creating conversation
The stress and inconvenience
the
SPLD
Professional
and
Leadership Standards create has
prompted many NSL members to
speak out about their concerns
about the code of ethics and the
direction of the program.
"We're open to conversation,
we've always been open to
conversation," said Lynch.
Donoghue agreed and believes
these conversations need to happen,
but that she hasn't heard any
concerns since the petition from
last year.
NSL members disagree and
feel voicing concerns to leadership
in New Student Programs is a "dead
end."
Lynch said students should
always feel they are able to speak
with leadership in New Student
programs, as NSL members have
done in the past.
"This code has changed from
what it was to what it is today as a
result of long conversations," said
Lynch.

Sophomore
Lev
MochtGreenberg, a not returning NSL,
believes while that might have
been the case in past years it is not
currently as simple.
"If we felt like what we said
mattered we would talk to them
about it," said Mocht-Greenberg.
"There is fear and so much
pressure from them," said Olivia
Tourgee '16, a former member of
"Super Team 17," and a current
but not returning NSL member.
Sophomore Allison Kopp, another
current, but not returning NSL
agreed, adding, "they make us feel
like children."
Ultimately,
NSLs
have
expressed through interviews their
fear of an unfixable program in
the coming years if New Student
Programs continue on their current
path, without making changes to
this policy.
"At the end of the day it is a
choice to be a NSL or a student
leader within Student Programs and
Leadership Development," stated
Kiem.

Orientation leaders contracts
(Separate from respective handbooks)
Academic yr.

Fairfield
Sacred Heart □
Fordham
□
Providence ER1
Creighton

Orientation/welcome
weeks

□

Full yr.

□
□
□
□

Editor's note: Information from comparable universities is based
on positions comparable to that of the New Student Leader and
were compiled through student leaders and administrators of those
universities.
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Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.
Friday, 2/21
10:29 p.m. A freshman student in Regis Hall

£
O

was found to be in possession of three bottles of
rum, two bottles of vodka and three bottles of
beer and was referred to student conduct.

Saturday, 2/22
2:06 a.m. Four students entering campus at the
Townhouses gate after being dropped off campus by an unknown cab company were referred
to student conduct for violating policy regarding
taxi use.
3:30 p.m. A snowball was reported thrown
through a second story bedroom window at the
Townhouses 10 block. There are currendy no
suspects, however while investigating the incident DPS discovered the interior of a residence
in the Townhouses 9 block to have severe interior damage. The residents were referred to
student conduct for criminal mischief and vandalism of university property.

Sunday, 2/23
12:45 a.m. Three students were referred to
student conduct for entering campus at the
Townhouses gate after being dropped off by an
unknown vehicle.
1:17 a.m. DPS on patrol in Kostka Hall reported a second floor west stairwell window was
broken. There are no suspects currently.
4:06 a.m. DPS at the checkpoint noticed
"a grinder in the center console" of a vehicle.
Fairfield Police were notified and the parties
involved were cited for drug paraphernalia. All
were referred to student conduct.
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Rev. Allen leads alumni abroad
By Robert Joyce
StaffWriter
"It's like suddenly finding out an old
friend, who you haven't seen in 30 or 40
years, is still there," said Rev. Charles Allen, S.J., University Chaplain to the Alumni Association. His friend is not necessarily a person; it is a place.
In the spring of 1973 Allen took a
vacation from his studies in Rome and,
along with a few colleagues, traveled down
south to Sicily. Forty-one years later, he is
finally planning on returning to the island
this November as part of the Alumni Traveling Program he founded three years ago.
Many white-haired alumni, community members and friends of Allen gathered in Alumni House Tuesday evening
for an information session about the trip
led by Collette, a large global travel agency
which has coordinated all of the Allen's
adventures with the Alumni Traveling
Program.
The Alumni Traveling Program is
a part of Alumni Relations, which Allen

heads as chaplain to the Alumni Association. It formalized in the fall of 2011
with a trip to northern Italy. This was then
followed by a trip in 2012 to London and
Paris and proceeded in 2013 with a voyage
to Barcelona and Madrid, all organized
through Collette.
"If you take a look, just about every
university has travel programs," said Allen. "It's a way to get your alumni very involved in the institution - hey, and if they
are generous, all the better ... it's part of
the ongoing educational process," said Allen.
According to Allen, about half of the
travelers are Fairfield alumni. They average 65 years of age, and many are returning travelers with the program. The trips
are more or less ten days, and include
about thirty travelers.
David Malane is not an alumni, rather a member of St. Pius X Parish in Fairfield, Conn. He first heard of these trips
two years ago in the church bulletin and
decided to go to Barcelona and Madrid

with Allen's program.
"It was great; we really loved it a lot,"
said Malane. "It's a very nice trip; they
give you a lot of free time and you're not
jumping around to a different hotel every
night," said Malane.
According to Malane, traveling with
Collette was a more leisurely experience
compared to other agencies he has done
international travel with. He said that
traveling with Collette was a great experience, and he is excited to go to Sicily this
fall.
"Half of the education you get here
at Fairfield is in the classroom. Another
quarter is from your fellow students, just
the conversations you have ... and another quarter is from where you are located
... so you have to see a little more of the
world," said Allen.
That same spring of 1973, when Allen first visited Sicily, Dan Sullivan Jr. '73
was handed a diploma from Fairfield University; he is now President and CEO of
Collette.

FUSA Election Results
President
Alex Cuchi
Lindsey Hanley
Mariano Portocarrero

Total Votes
757
221
132

Vice-President
Anif McDonald
Janice Herbert

768
264

2015 Senate
Joseph DiRico
Christina Barry
Sean Lynch
Tim Manning
Luke Parros

157
152
138
137
107

2016 Senate
Olivia Tourgee
Hope Agresta
Rachel Steriti
Bobbi Shortell
Matthew Lazicky

246
216
204
188
184

2017 Senate
Jason Abate
Zoe Ferranti
Max Fuchsman
Sarah Woods
Ryan Duffy

251
238
232
216
204

7.06 a.m. The glass swipe card reader door
at the south entrance of Campion Hall was reported broken.
8:09 a.m. An exit sign on the second floor of
Jogues Hall was discovered broken. The suspect
was successfully identified and referred to student conduct.
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According to the Washington Post, a Tennessee nun, 84, was sentenced to nearly three years in prison for
breaking into a nuclear site.
New York City Mayor Bill De Blasio wants to abolish horse drawn carriages because they are "inhumane,"
according to NPR.
19 people were killed in Ukraine yesterday, according to CNN, during violent protests over presidential power.
Members of the Pussy Riot, a Russian protest group were released yesterday in Sochi after they were suspected
of theft, according to BBC.
Secretary of State John Kerry made a stop to Tunisia yesterday to show US support for the country in converting to Democracy, The New York Times reported.
Doubts have been cast on the Craigslist murder suspect of killing 22 other people from across the country,
CBS news reported.
Fox News reports that both the United States and Egypt are concerned over the recent terrorist attacks in
Egypt which have targeted tourists.
Atrocities in the North Korean prison camp have been detailed in a recent United Nations report, according
to ABC News.
A Chinese zoo is accused of animal mistreatment after one of their pandas suddenly died from organ failure
caused by bleeding from gastroenteritis, CNN reported. Five of seven Japanese female divers who went missing off the coast of the resort island of Bali were discovered by fisherman clinging to a coral reef on Monday,
according to CNN.
According to CNN, six illegal gold miners were rescued after they originally refused to leave the South African mine.
According to USATODAY, a pastor/snake-handler/former co-star of the reality TV show Snake Salvation has
died ... of a snake bite.
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Stand with Venezuela
By Alejandro Ulloa
Contributing Writer
President Nicolas Maduro's
leadership and ideals are leading
Venezuela to self-destruct, and I
can no longer stand on the sidelines, watching things unfold and
hoping they get better.
Many news outlets have reported very little on the current
situation in Venezuela, angering
natives abroad for making it seem
that the events unfolding are not as
important as those events in other
countries like Ukraine or Syria,
which have received a significant
amount of coverage.
It is in our own interest to protect and to defend countries whose
democracies are being threatened
by the powers that lead them. The
international community must
come together and impose sanctions on those governments that
put their people's wellbeing at risk.
As a child, I would play with
my friends in the neighborhood
parks in Caracas, Venezuela. As I
got bigger so did my playground. I
was no longer restricted to swings
and slides. I would ride a subway
system that would cross Caracas
from end to end just for the fun of
it. I would hang out with friends
at night clubs and bars worry-free,
even though the yearly murder rate
by the time I left the country was
at 32.9 percent, according to the
United Nations Office on Drug and
Crime. On the weekends, we would
take an hour ride to the beaches or

Editorial
Board
Trust issues
Loan Le
Editor-in-Chief
Danica Ceballos
Executive Editor
Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

have "parrilladas," Venezuelan-style
barbecues, where there would be
enough food to feed a small village.
I moved to the United States
in 2000, straight out of high school,
in search of a better future while
always keeping my birthplace of
Venezuela close to my heart. The
political landscape by the time I
moved to the U.S. began to change
drastically in the oil-rich nation. It
was never perfect, but it was never
what it is now.
In 1998, Hugo Chavez's political platform appealed to those
living in poverty, according to indexmundi.com, almost reaching
70 percent of the population at
the time. His political movement,
coined "Revolucion Bonita," a
pretty revolution, aimed to turn the
country into a society governed by
social ideals.
His administration created
social programs that would hand
out goods to the poor, building a
government-dependent society instead of a self-sufficient one. Those
who opposed Chavez's tactics saw it
as a strategic move to retain power. Though the last 14 years have
brought the poverty level down to
around 30 percent, the murder rate
has steadily increased to almost 50
percent annually To put that into
perspective, about 35 people on
average are murdered in Venezuela
on a daily basis, and that is just the
murders that go reported, making it
globally the fourth highest murder
rate per capita.
Since Chavez's death, Nicolas

In last week's editorial,
we endorsed no FUSA presidential candidate in particular, but advocated for any
leader that would support
and represent the student
population. This week, as
New Student Leader candidates are being interviewed,
we are reminded of their call
for fair treatment and representation. The contract that
NSLs have to sign in order
to hold their positions is
not representative of what
many of them consider to be
a healthy, young adult, Fairfield lifestyle.

Maduro, Chavez's right hand man,
was elected by a narrow margin in
2013 and has shown that he is not
ready to lead a country. Building
upon Chavez's ideals a year later,
Maduro's Venezuela has reached a
56 percent inflation rate, as reported by Reuters, which has created a
lack of basic food and goods due to
the inaccessibility of funds for the
providers. The regime, not wanting
to take responsibility for their poor
administration, or lack thereof, has
pinned the blame on the private sector, claiming that they have stolen
from the Venezuelan people. This
caused massive looting throughout
the country at the beginning of the
year, covering up many claims of
government corruption.
On Feb. 12, Venezuela's Youth
Day, student and opposition leaders called for a protest to reclaim
many of the rights supported by
law. However, what started out as
a peaceful protest quickly turned
into a confrontation between government supporters and college
students. With the death toll rising
days after confrontations, a new
call to the students and the opposition was made, asking to wake up
a nation with one voice and protest
the current government. The social
discontent in the polarized nation
drew many people to the streets,
plazas and highways and the government, in a swift action to silence
the protesters, issued orders to the
National Guard to pour out into the
streets.
Through social media, many

NSLs would not choose
to be a source of comfort,
transition and education for
new students if they did not
believe the position to be
an honorable one. Fairfield
has a variety of different social groups, and part of the
beauty of our campus culture -- for most of us — is the
freedom to explore different
options. A Jesuit education
and the young adult stage
of life fundamentally support well-rounded exposure
to different options. Any attempt to shelter any number
of students from exploration

reports of abuse by government
agents on protesters began to trend
under #12F (for Feb. 12) and #SOSVENEZUELA. Shortly thereafter,
the news and videos of marketing
student Basil Da Costa's death began to spread after he was struck by
a bullet to the head during a confrontation between protesters and
the Bolivarian Police, or government police. About a dozen people
lost their lives since the protests
have begun and more have been
violently arrested by national security agents. Others captured such
actions with recording devices,
posting footage to YouTube and Instagram.
Other reports have emerged
of international reporters being
harmed and their equipment being
seized in order to avoid spreading
the news of the current situation. In
a desperate action, the social government has censored the national
media from reporting on the unfolding events.
In recent days, Maduro accused three U.S. diplomats of being
involved in the protests against his
government, either by inciting or
financially supporting them, and
expelled them from the country, labeling them as personae non grate
and in response, the U.S. government expelled three Venezuelan
diplomats from Washington D.C
just yesterday. In their rhetoric,
Chavez and Maduro have ignorant ly labeled the opposition and the
U.S. government as fascists, a term
that, ironically, better characterizes

is a violation of that fundamental right. Why should an
attempt be made at segregation when common ground
and moderation could be
found to be beneficial to all
parties involved?
The parties involved do
not seem to trust each other.
On a campus this small, an
organization in disarray is
easily spotted. For the interest of all sides of the issue, an
open discussion must be had
and it should be held in the
lower level BCC with open
access for all students to actively listen and participate.

Chavez's and Maduro's regimes.
After several days of turmoil,
the international community has
begun to take a stand. Secretary
of State John Kerry has said that
the Venezuelan government's use
of force and intimidation against
its people is unacceptable and will
increase the likelihood of violence.
Maduro classified Kerry's statements as arrogant and said he believed the U.S. government was
threatening Venezuela with more
violence. Maduro warned the "insolent and brutal Empire," referring to the U.S., would be defeated
through the strength of the Venezuelan people and the foundations
laid by his predecessor.
As of right now, the opposition, on their stance of no violence,
will continue to make strides until
Maduro backs down. On the other
hand, the Venezuelan president has
vowed not to give up on his revolution.
We can't help but care for the
things we find important in our
lives. At the same time we can't wait
for a catastrophic event to happen
to regain our humanity, because if
not, then what are we doing right
now? Let us never be indifferent
toward one another. If something
matters to you, like Venezuela does
to me, spread the news, get others
to take action until you help to create a better future for one another
- especially for those who have yet
to arrive.

Such transparency would
strengthen Fairfields vision
for its student leaders. With
a years-long record of worsening sentiment on this issue
for many students involved,
we hope our school would
side with an open and honest discussion. An administration or staff against this
kind of remedy would be
hypocritical -- considering
the amount of focused discussions hosted here -- and
prove unsuitable for continued work with our peers.
We will be watching as
this issue progresses.
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Internships are as good as it's going to get
By Lindsey Petronella
Contributing Writer
The successful acquisition of an
internship is among one of the most
commonly shared goals among college students - even if that internship
is unpaid. Experiencing the train trip
to Grand Central, being exposed to a
workplace environment and getting
three credits are enough incentive to
strive for one of these coveted positions.
At this point in my college career, I certainly find it more prudent
to spend 12 hours a week preparing
for life in the real world than by reading about the real world. But if these
sentiments are shared by a number
of my peers, why has the plight of
the "unpaid intern" become the latest
quandary to make headlines?
Consider that this is not the
same intern that you and I encounter every day on our own campus. It
is not the privileged college student
who arguably receives a form of payment - through course credits and
much needed experience - and who
can therefore ignore the fact that he
or she is unpaid.
Instead, these interns are into

their twenties and are well aware of
the injustices that they are experiencing. They have graduated from
college or graduate school and are
ready to move on to the next stage of
their life yet they are stuck.
A recent New York Times article entitled "For Interns, All Work
and No Payoff" examines the problem of the unpaid intern. The article
argues that perhaps it is the fact that
our generation "crave[s] meaningful
and fulfilling careers, maybe even a
chance to change the world" that is
the real problem. So suddenly the
desire for self-fulfillment through
work is problematic.
Looks like the alienating capitalism that Karl Marx so abhorred
is truly beginning to take hold. I
mean, am I really expected to give
up my pursuit of happiness and personal success - success that is not
monetary - and take a job that I abhor to avoid having to take unpaid
internship after unpaid internship?
According to the aforementioned article, "The jobless rate for
college graduates age 20 to 24 stood
at 8 percent in 2013," presenting us
with an economy where making
money has become a privilege, not

a right - an economy primed for unpaid interns who will do anything to
build their resume and get on their
way to obtaining a paying job.
But there comes a point where
20-somethings must realize that a
fourth unpaid internship at age 29 is
proof that a paying job in their desired field might never materialize.
And then what? Apparently, I
am supposed to abandon my dream
and get into a field that I have no interest in simply so I can make money.
I loathe any practice that forces

me to comply with the ennui-inducing capitalist system and forces me to
submit to an economic order where
the work I do is just a means to an
end and as unfulfilling as watching
day-time television.
Every procurement of an unpaid internship (at least in post-grad
life) gives false hope that maybe, just
maybe if I work hard enough this
time I will be on my way to a life of
contentment.
The reality? Unpaid internships are just a means of keeping

dedicated, dream filled, hopeful college grads around to do the dirty
work. We remain disillusioned long
enough to provide companies with
free labor before finally realizing that
money is a necessary evil.
We apply and get a job in another field. We work there. We make
money. But at the end of the day, we
were probably happier suffering the
plight of the unpaid intern than the
misfortune of the discontented victim of the capitalist system.

Facebook is full of fluff
By Meaghan Conlon
Contributing Writer

Bigotry fuels Kansas bill
By Jasmine Raghunandan
Contributing Writer
Since preschool, we have
been taught that our country
guarantees freedom of expression, religion and belief, along
with several other basic rights,
no questions asked.
So how did a bill denying
these basic rights to American
citizens pass the Kansas House
of Representatives on Feb. 12,
by 72-49? It was supported by
religion.
The Kansas-Bill 2453 states
that no individual or religious
institution can be forced by the
government to provide their services "if it would be contrary to
the sincerely held religious beliefs of the individual or religious
entity regarding sex or gender."
This proposal is the basic
destruction of individualism
stemming from the proposers'
inability to tolerate the lifestyle
of another human being at the
bare minimum.
Under this bill, individuals,
businesses and government employees would be immune from
legal reprisal for refusing services, ranging from social services
like counseling, to protective
services, to basic facilities and
accommodations.
According to IBTimes, although the bill is described as

protecting religious freedom
by its conservative republicans,
LGBT organizations see it as
condoning open discrimination.
Using religious freedom as
the bill's supporting backbone is
a smear toward our foundation
as a free country. It is the trivial
downplaying of our basic amendments that enable the bill's supporters to say, "My religion does
not recognize your marriage, so I
refuse to deal with you."
This bill is an example of
conservative ignorance about
people's sexual orientations because it thrives off the illegitimate excuse of one specific belief
being the "right belief."
Our own amendments are
being misused in order to allow
one group of people to oppress
another. In this case, we are simply mimicking our past of having
alienated individuals on the basis
of color, but this time it is on the
basis of sexual orientation. We
should be learning from our past
so as to not make the same mistakes again.
Furthermore, in what way
does this bill even allow our society to progress? Understand
that the issues of sex and gender
aren't something which can be
interpreted by one set doctrine
in this day and age.
Pope Francis of the Catholic Church refrains from passing

judgement on gay priests who
sincerely take celibacy. Furthermore, his iconic question as stated by Huffington Post, "Who am
I to judge?" demonstrates a very
moral and liberal mindset influenced from our society.
Ultimately, this bill is treading on the separation of church
and state. We already pressure
our justice system with issues
of a teacher being fired from a
Catholic institution or a woman
being denied legal custody over
her partner's children because
they are gay.
;.,
But to use religion as an
excuse to not tolerate basic individuals is absolutely inconceivable. I have no doubt that this
bill will be defeated by the Kansas Senate.
Its mere proposition and
support proves to society that
there are those who lack understanding of what respect to an
individual means. If we must
categorize and judge based on
sexual orientation and therefore
chose to deny basic human rights
because of this excuse, then we
are consenting to the violation of
our constitutional rights.

Remember when you first created your Facebook profile and
liked- anything that even remotely
connected to one of your interests?
All the bands, movies, actors, TV
series, books and etcetera that had
a page on Facebook which you like
meant you would receive all their
posts on your newsfeed.
Most of those liked pages
don't offer much to you— another picture of that cute
movie star or a funny article
containing plenty of GIFs to
point out 34 ways you

know you're a Stag.
The most common types of articles shared or liked on Facebook
are from BuzzFeed or Huffington
Post—not necessarily the most reliable of news sources. In the past,
Facebook users have clicked on
links that send them to sites similar to that of BuzzFeed, Huffington
Post, Upworthy and Viral Nova.
The stories that appear on
your newsfeed because your friends
liked or shared it is determined by
an algorithm.
Currently, Facebook is reworking their algorithm in order
to place more mainstream news on
people's newsfeeds. For many users,
Facebook is their outlet to learning
what's going on in the world.

To accomplish their goal of
providing higher-quality news to
its users, Facebook rewrote its algorithms in order to sift through
the sites and allow those of greater
content to appear more prevalently
on your newsfeed as if someone has
liked or shared the article.
Personally, I feel that changing a few algorithms is not going
to shake the world. I don't click
on every link that a friend
shares or read whichever
Huffington Post article is
recommended.

If I want to know what's going on outside the virtual realm,
I'd check out BBC or CNN—something that won't just have a list of
GIFs or pictures to make me laugh.
While I admire Facebook for attempting to make the next generation less obsessed with memes or
lower-grade websites, I don't think
it will be very effective.
A changed algorithm will influence a small percentage of the
public; but, it won't be the gamechanger that it's made out to be. For
an internet-obsessed generation,
there will always be sites to distract
us and fill our minds with meaningless information — new Facebook algorithms will not change
that.
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Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length and grammatical error Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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Kate Eisemann
Academy Award-winning actor Dustin Hoffman and director Francois Girard (left to right) on stage at Fairfield University's Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts in Fairfield, Conn., on Thursday, Feb. 20,
discussing their careers in film, television and theatre, and a new film, "Boychoir," being shot at Fairfield University.
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By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor
We've all known him as Captain
Hook, Rain Man and Ratso, but
never as the eccentric philosopher wearing a leather vest and white sneakers.
However, amid laughter and cheers,
screen icon Dustin Hoffman came to life during a candid talk Thursday night at the Regina
A. Quick Center for the Arts. Hoffman joined
the stage with Director Francois Girard to discuss their upcoming project, "Boychoir," which
is being filmed on Fairfield's campus. Hoffman
also mused to the audience about his life as an
actor, and provided insights into the industry
and a behind-the-scenes look at several of his
films.
The talk took on a lively tone and was
sprinkled with many hilarious moments. At
one point after Hoffman was corrected for
calling Professor of Art History Dr. Philip Eliasoph by the wrong name, he playfully donned
the professors round yellow glasses.
Hoffman relayed his philosophy on acting with the analogy of putting on clothing.
"What happens is that it alters you: Its still you
but it alters you a little," he said, explaining the
difference one feels being naked versus in a

tuxedo. "Every iota of existence alters you and
you let that do it. But it's only yourself that you
can offer."
Happy to share some little-known
behind-the-scenes secrets from fan-favorite
movies, Hoffman revealed that his pose during
the climactic church scene in "The Graduate"
came about by accident. The director, Mike
Nichols, took all of the credit for "making him
a symbol of Christ," when he was just trying
not to break the window.
Another insider secret Hoffman revealed
was that while filming "Midnight Cowboy? the
scene where he almost gets hit by the cab was
likewise unplanned. Because of a small budget,
they were unable to shut down the street, so in
reality he was nearly hit and was forced to improvise. "In my brain it was 'Hey! We're making a film here!"" he said. However, in a split
second, Hoffman was able to quickly translate
it to the famous line, "Hey! I'm walking here!"
When asked about how being cast as the
lead in "The Graduate" changed the game for
unconventional-looking actors like himself
during a time when six-foot blond studs like
Robert Redford and Paul Newman reigned supreme, he shifted the conversation toward how
the industry treats women. "I thought it would

develop faster," he said. "Thank God for Lena
Dunham ... because how long do we have to
wait before we see an unconventional woman
be beautiful by bringing out what's inside of
her?" The audience erupted in cheers.
Hoffman became noticeably choked up
when asked about his relationship with the
late actor Philip Seymour Hoffman. He made a
point to say that addiction is something wildly
misunderstood and must be seen as illness. He
said it is an attempt to self-medicate for those
suffering inside. In regards to his late acquaintance, Hoffman commented, "I would guess
that he didn't feel deep down that he deserved
his talent"
"Boychoir" tells the story of the astounding and fleeting singing talent possessed by
some boys before they reach puberty."They
sing with a pure soprano voice, which is actually purer than a woman's soprano, if you
have not seen it and heard it... you are with
something superhuman with these kids," said
Hoffman.
The boys possess a "God-given' talent,
according to Hoffman, and are "given angels
wings, and then taken away, and if that's not
a metaphor for what we call life than I don't
know what is."

The pair entertained a packed house
of both students and Fairfield community
members for over two hours. After receiving a
lengthy standing ovation, Hoffman was given
flowers, which he handed to a woman sitting
in the front row before exiting.
President Jeffrey P. von Arx, S.J., told The
Mirror, "I think the audience reaction was a
good indication of how much the university
community and the Fairfield community enjoyed this event."
"I thought it was life changing," said Fairfield resident Georgette Mallory. "I thought his
view on life and his interpretation of being an
actor was something I'd never heard before."
Junior Kaitfyn Hunt said it was "definitely not what I was expecting." She most enjoyed Hoffman shedding light behind one of
the most infamous scenes in "The Graduate,"
where Hoffman is seen in a Christ-like stance
banging against a glass wall
"I thought it was amazing," said Stephanie Sawicki '17. "I mean in this age we see YouTube interviews of people just like this, but to
see up and real close it's different because he's
like 20 feet in front you. It's Dustin Hoffman."

alive to Fairfield students
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Told By£>rudoll

By Drusilla Oil ennu
Fashion Columnist

When it comes to style & fashion, Drudoll tells all.

Sporty Chic Essentials
gggH
Heels: The main go-to option for a
sporty chic look is a pair of heels — but
it can't be any old pair. Sporty chic usually fits best with simple sandal pumps,
plain booties and pointy toe heels.
Jerseys: These tops are for more
than just sporting events—now that
jerseys have made a comeback in the
fashion arena, you can't go wrong with
them.
Crewnecks: Who knew that crewnecks and heels would ever be used in
the same sentence? Match these two and
you've got yourself a sporty chic look.
Varsity Jackets: Like jerseys, varsity jackets are easy to work with because
they automatically create a sporty appearance.
Loose-Fitting Bottoms: When
putting a sporty chic look together, remember the sporty aspect of it. Bottoms
such as joggers, loose shorts and other
loose-fitting pants are most commonly
used with this style. If you prefer a tighter bottom, pair it with an oversized top
such as a varsity jacket or a crewneck
sweater.
Tuxedo Stripe Pants: Because of
the stripe at the sides, these bottoms
can look sporty no matter the fit. The
perk of these pants is their ability to
match a variety of tops, including collared shirts and blazers.

Photos by Drusilla Ollennu

Book Look
By Georgina White
Contributing Writer
Get ready to go on a wild ride
through Chelsea in New York
City in "The Weirdness," a de-

This is something anyone can relate to

on his curious nature.

on a symbolic level; however, in this

The reader is introduced to a cast

case Billy meets him in the true sense

of characters, such as Hindu Anil, big
Swede Jorgen, and wacky filmmaker,

of the word, this "adversarial manifestation," which exists in his world.

Denver.

Each plays a vital role in the

The novel is a "weird" back and

Billy Ridgeway, a 30-ish, regular guy

crazy events that ensue, involving the
devil, also known as Lucifer Morning-

forth between what is morally right in
Billy's brain - that making deals with the

ing at a Greek deli, smoking weed and

star, and a variety of New York City

devil is naturally wrong and what he

writing short stories, until a strange ap-

witches and warlocks.

feels he must do.

parition appears in his living room, and

This modern tale, much different

he continues to meet one bizarre char-

from other forms of fantasy fiction in its

A major plot twist will throw the
reader for a loop, completely altering

acter after another.

attention to modern technology, like

the direction the book had been taking

The central theme of the novel is

Twitter and Google Alerts, and its acid-

for the majority of the story. By the time

Billy's interactions with Lucifer and his

you turn the last page, you will feel your-

task to steal the Neko of Infinite Equi-

trip characteristics, will undoubtedly
make you laugh and feel better about

librium from the most powerful war-

your own life in a "Honey Boo Boo"

lock in the Northeast in exchange for
the publication of his book along with

sort of way.
Bushnell's

writing

namic between the supernatural and

a five-figure advance.

makes use of colloquial, conversational

the mortal world is told around a seemingly ordinary, familiar type of guy given

This Neko is

self wondering if it was all just a dream.
The novel is truly a "weird" read,
though unforgettable, as its insane dy-

unapologetic

something found in many Chinese res-

language. For example, Billy says, "I

taurants, but the one that he's looking

go into the store to hit the ATM, and

for has the potential to send the entire

I see these bananas sitting there, and

an impossible task by an untrustworthy
and inherently evil figure. An open-

I just stand there for. a second, in the

minded, modern reader will fully ap-

world up in smoke.

Release date: March 4

around by temptations from the devil.

Billy explores weird phenomena based

but novel by Jeremy P. Bushnell. Join
whose inadequate life consists of work-

The Weirdness

a light switch. Through his adventures

Each chapter begins with a list of

store, looking at them, and I'm thinking

preciate this bizarre and unusual work

main topics or weird occurrences found

about, like, Costa Rica or Ecuador..."

of fiction, the author's first novel. "The

throughout the chapter, such as looking homeless, what happens to people

The author manages to create an
easy-to-read look about how one aver-

Weirdness" hits bookstores March 4.

with face tattoos and the concept of

age guy's life can be so easily turned

THE MIRROR | Week of February 26, 2014

The Vine

Page 9

Person of Interest

Tagging along
with DPS
By Robert Hagstrom
Assistant News Editor

E

ndless groups of students trekked back and forth
from the apartments to the townhouses as the cold
night air settled in from an unusually warm after-

Students were shouting with laughter as they made
their way to parties, relieving stress from the week and
looking to create lifelong memories with their friends. After
all,'it was Saturday night.
This was the scene on campus last weekend, where students embarked on adventures while public safety officers
began preparing for their shifts.
But before students swarmed the campus that night
looking for fun, Public Safety Officer Paul Amarante had
already seen a handful of situations.
His radio crackled as he checked on what other officers
were reporting from the other side of campus. Amarante radioed back sporadically, informing his team of the activity
all around him. There was none.
All clear for now.
A car on campus was stolen earlier in the afternoon,
Amarante said, only to be determined a prank. The car reported missing was moved to a different parking lot and the
suspect had been located, he said. That was just the beginning.
A few hours later he came across a car traveling in the
wrong direction down a road in the Townhouses. After
determining that alcohol wasn't involved in the situation,
Amarante recorded the driver's information and let the vehicle go.
In some instances, depending on the severity of the situation, Amarante makes a "judgment call" in clearing out
a Townhouses party, documenting students, or in this case
ticketing a driver who violates a traffic law.
That same vehicle, Amarante reported, was stopped

later in the evening and the students who were discovered
to be minors were documented for alcohol possession.
Amarante previously worked in corrections for 20
years before making the transition as one of Fairfield's public safety officers. He's already encountered various unsafe
situations from students since he first started last year.
Last semester alone, he said seven students living in
Regis Hall were transported to the hospital for alcohol intoxication. Amarante also said he has seen students lying
on the side of the road, passed out because of alcohol intoxication.
After circling the Townhouses a few times and watching underclassmen come up from the dorms, Amarante saw
they were somewhat stumbling. Everyone was laughing as
they traveled in large groups.
Amarante contacted his sergeant and said, "I think it's
toga night at the Townhouses."
While on patrol, he rolled his window down attempt-

ing to overhear student interactions and conversations, trying to pinpoint the direction they were headed.
On the weekends, public safety officer shifts are split
from 4 p.m. to midnight and then new officers come in for
relief and stay until 8 a.m., said Amarante.
Not all shifts are the same, he explained, depending on
what events are happening on campus, and how many officers are working. "You can never have enough officers on
duty when you're busy," he said.
Amarante said he enjoys being a public safety officer
and interacting with the students, but his main concern
is safety. Sometimes decisions have to be made like documenting students in a party or sending someone to the hospital for alcohol intoxication.
"It's busy," Amarante said. "But having been in the
business, time flies and you deal with it. You don't want to
see anyone getting hurt."

—;

Television

"House of Cards" proves why Netflix is king
By Gareth Rulewski
Contributing Writer

cc

SPOILERS:

"ouse of Cards" is the
full package, especially
.if you enjoy political
dramas. The use of lighting in Director
David Fincher s filming technique, the
sophisticated language of the writing
and the profound characters brought
to life by Oscar- and Emmy-award
winning actors is what makes this show
everything that it can be. Once again,
Netflix released the entire season at
once and I know that I was not the only
person binge-watching all 13 episodes.
Season two picks up after Zoe
Barnes was beginning to piece together
the murder that allowed Frank Underwood to assume vice presidency.
Season one made it appear as though
Barnes' discoveries were going to play
a big part in the makeup of season two.
However, this storyline was abruptly
stopped when Underwood pushed
Barnes in front of an oncoming train.
Of the three people in the world
who were beginning to catch on to
what Underwood had done in the previous season, this sent the other two
into a panic. Janine Skorsky fled the
state and went into hiding, while Lucas Goodwin, Barnes' ex-boyfriend,
attempted to dig further only to wind
up in prison after dealing with a major
cyber-terrorist.
Toward the end of season two, I
hoped the cyber terrorist would cause
some serious trouble for Underwood,
but he ended up using Underwoods

Hi

Contributing Photo

Frank and Claire Underwood, the Bonnie and Clyde of D.C., will do anything to gain power.
influence in order to ensure his safety
from his past crimes.
Throughout the entire season,
Doug Stamper kept Rachel Posner in
hiding in order to make sure no one
found out about Underwood's criminal activity. Ultimately, his clemency
is downfall. Stamper began to have
strong sexual feelings for his captive,
and he became increasingly creepy toward her.
When Stamper tried to relocate
Posner, she fled and bashed his face in
with a brick. The fact that the writers
gave us almost no warning that a major character was about to be killed is
refreshing based on how predictable
mediocre television is.

The last that is seen of Stamper
is him lying motionless in the forest,
while Posner, the key to Underwood's
downfall, is on the loose. But, what
makes this show great is that no assumption is a certainty.
From the beginning, Underwood
was scheming to take the presidency
and he does this by shutting Raymond
Tusk, a nuclear power mogul, out of
the president's good graces, creating
for himself a very rich and powerful
enemy.
Tusk retaliated by releasing an
article revealing Claire Underwoods
affair from season one, but the Underwoods deny the accusation and make
Claire's ex appear to be nothing but a

disgruntled lover.
Meanwhile, Underwood and
President Garrett Walker's political
decisions caused tensions between
the United States and China. While
the GOP released political ads against
the administration for creating these
issues, Underwood and Walker discussed where the GOP received the
money for the ads.
Due to Underwood's backchanneling, he became liable for investigating the origin of the super Political
Action Committee. Throughout the
end of the season, it is not substantially explained who is legally at fault
for what. But, it is clear that Tusk and
a Chinese businessman were tunneling

money through a Native American casino owner in order to maintain their
companies' political neutrality.
During the chaos, Walker caught
on to Underwood's manipulative nature and completely shut him out, putting Underwood at risk of losing everything he gained. With the help of the
new majority whip, Jacqueline Sharp,
Underwood secretly rallied the support of Congress to impeach President
Walker, while also planning to get back
in his good graces.
Walker showed exactly how
weak his backbone was after Underwood threw a hail mary which convinced Walker that Underwood was
not responsible for the chaos. This was
helped by a report that the president is
currendy taking Xanax as an aid for his
struggling marriage, which was carefully orchestrated by both Underwood
and Claire.
Walker's approval ratings dropped
to 8 percent. Walker agreed to leave
with some dignity and resigned from
the presidency, ultimately allowing Underwood to assume office.
Given its current success, as well
as its current plot trajectory, I am sure
that the "House of Cards" will be showered in awards from critics and praise
from viewers up until its final season.
At this point, Underwood has
made it to the top, making it impossible to fathom where Kevin Spacey, his
writers and Netflix plan on taking the
series next. However, Underwood once
defined politics as "ruthless pragmatism, just shy of treason," so you know
season three will be fantastic.
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WVOF
What to listen to next
By Jana Novak
WVOF Music Director

Lo-Fang - "Blue Film a

'Endless Love/ endless questions
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
From the previews, "Endless Love" looked like a
rip-off of Nicholas Sparks' "A Walk to Remember" or "Dear John." The biggest difference
though is that Sparks' books and movies are classic romances whereas "Endless Love" begs to be forgotten.
In a classic romance storyline, the bookish and reserved heroine, Jade (played by Gabriella Wilde), falls
for bad-boy David (played by Alex Pettyfer), who turns
out to have a soft side and actually be a good guy. What
makes "Endless Love" different is the absurdity of all the
relationships and the plot lines left dangling, never to
be resolved.
Pettyfer was convincing as the boy with the violent
past, but when it gets to the sentimental parts of the relationship, something seemed to just not be believable.
Wildes character was equally baffling. Are we really supposed to believe that this stunning girl, who is incredibly
wealthy, has no friends and that people stopped being
her friend when her brother died? It just doesn't feel
authentic to me.
Not all is lost though. The man who steals the show
is Jades brother Keith (played by Rhys Wakefield). He's
charismatic and manages to make the idea of having
high school students choreograph dance routines at a
party seem fun. Yes, that is actually a thing that happened in this film and it seemed more realistic than the
relationship of Jade and David.
There is also the complex dynamic between Jade's
father Hugh (played by Bruce Greenwood) and her
mother Anne (played by Joely Richardson). It was interesting to see Anne try to navigate through her loveless marriage and get inspired by her daughter's love for
David.
Similarly, seeing Jade's family in the wake of their
brother's death felt like the real story here. It is the rea-

son the Hugh is such a jerk. It's the reason that Jade is as
reserved as she is. While there is plenty of development
on this storyline, I would have liked to see the family
when it was whole. It would have made us more emotionally connected to their tragedy.
If you look at these secondary characters as opposed
to the relationship between Jade and David and Jade's
really over-the-top protective and oppressive father, the
film would actually be worth watching. But there are still
those plot lines that are left hanging. There's one scene
where Keith talks about how he is the disappointment
of the family, but it is never brought up again and there's
no development on it, even though it's one of the most
interesting interactions of the movie.
If you're looking to this movie for the relationship
between Jade and David, you might find yourself disappointed. Things move very quickly for the two. Within
about a week of really knowing each other, David is
breaking into Jade's house (where he knows he's not
welcome) to consummate their relationship in front of
a fireplace in their living room. That's not a thing that
would really happen. Everyone in our theater was literally laughing out loud during this scene, it was so absurd.
The story of how their love endures obstacle after
obstacle is endearing. I think everyone can relate to
the desire to have someone who loves them for everything they are and through every obstacle that comes
their way. But their relationship is no Noah and Allie or
Landon and Jamie.
It's pretty simple: if you're going to market your
film like a Nicholas Sparks movie, you have to deliver.
Sparks has been the forerunner of romance books and
movies for years now. "Endless Love" falls far short of
the Sparks movie standard, and maybe the disappointment wouldn't have been so great if we hadn't thought
we were getting something like "A Walk to Remember"
from the start.

Los Angeles artist Lo Fang's debut is a promising attempt at a
first album. The fusion of classical and R&B with electronica
undertones is fantastically minimalistic. Some might criticize it
as too low-energy to be seen as
anything but tame, but what it
lacks in boldness it makes up for
in composition. The entire album's arrangement is incredibly
slick and appealing. Look for him
on tour with Lorde this spring.

Beck - "Morning Phase"
Beck has returned with his
12th studio release, his first new
album in six years. The sound is
strikingly similar to and seemingly a follow-up of his 2002 release, "Sea Change." However, it's
much more mellow than any of
his past work. He's swapped the
usual electronic effects and sampling typically associated with
Beck for a warmer sound to create a moody piece with a really
stripped-down setting.

William Fitzsimmons - "Lions"
If soft, fi ngerpicked folk
music and earnest, breathy
vocals are your thing, look no
further than William Fitzsimmons. "Lions" encapsulates his
signature emotionally vulnerable and beautiful day-dreamy
style. It's quite lovely and subdued, but picks up at points
with added drums and female
vocal harmonies. Fitzsimmons
puts forward a solid record
with a sense of quiet intimacy
that is rarely seen.

Kvod

nutnshus

My mix of choice: I combined
1 bag of "Go Raw" trek mix from
Trader Joe's (which is walnuts, almonds, raisins, hazelnuts) with 1/2
bag pumpkin seeds, and 1 bag organic walnuts. Then from my mixture I scooped up 2 cups worth and
used it in this recipe. Be creative and
use what you'd like~[ie. if you aren't
into pumpkin seeds, don't use them,
etc]

Nutty Nutrishus Protein Bites
y Irish Doheny
Food Columnist
This week's recipe is a super delicious and nutritious treat that I created
as a clean, raw and delicious way
to help you power through your
exams, give you energy pre-workout or simply satisfy you between

meals. The coconut oil serves as
amazing brain food, a metabolism boost and instant energy.
The nuts and flaxseed provide
protein and essential oils, and the
honey and sea salt add for a salty
and sweet combo you won't be
able to resist!
My sister Kate's response:

"Wait a second, these are actually
really good." My brother Ryan,
seeing her reaction, took a bite of
it, and said "They're awful" with
a smirk ... while simultaneously
piling four onto his plate and
grinning.
Here's what you'll need:

-1 tsp ground, golden roasted flaxseed (1 used the blueberry
ground flaxseed from TJ's)

In a food processor or your Nutribullet: add nuts, ground flaxseed,
and sea salt Pulse until combined
well and fi nely ground. Some of it
will be butter consistency, the rest
will be more of a nut "meal" consistency. Remove pulverized nuts/nut
butter mixture and combine with
honey and coconut oil with your
hands. Add mixture back into food
processor briefly to evenly combine.
Remove from processor and form
into 2 inch, tighdy packed balls.
Place in tupperware container and
keep in refrigerator or freezer for
easy snacking.
Bon appetit et bonne sante,

-2/3 teaspoon honey
Trish
-1 tbs coconut oil (pure, organic, unrefined, extra-virgin; such
as Carrington brand from Costco)

For more recipes, follow my
blog: www.nutrishus.wordpress.com
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Technology

Website gives gamers
chance to relive
childhood games
By Matthew Schneider
Sports Columnist

W:

at is it about old games that
makes us want to play them
again? The nostalgia? The
fond memories? Whatever the reason
may be, more than 28 million people
have decided to rekindle their childhood
fun by logging onto Twitch.rv.com.
The website allows anybody who
logs on to control the main character,
Red, in a non-stop game of Pokemon
Red, the first game in the series that took
America and our childhoods by storm
during the early 1990s.
The frustratingly brilliant part of
this is that anybody watching the game
can control Red at any time by just typing in a command such as "up" or "start,"
which makes progress well-nigh impossible without many, many attempts and
failures.
For anybody wanting a good laugh,
"Twitch Plays Pokemon" is the place to
go, since tens of thousands of people trying to beat a game with very little success
is a lot funnier than you would think.
A vast quantity of Internet memes
have sprung up from "Twitch Plays
Pokemon," the majority of which focus
on something that the players repeatedly do during the game. For example,
the players will often make Red select
the Helix Fossil, a relatively useless item,
while in the midst of battle.
This caused people to decide that
consulting the Helix Fossil is essential to
accomplishing anything in the game, and
for people to make many Internet memes
stating that it is the savior of the game's
universe.
In addition to being a humorous
attempt for tens of thousands of people
to beat a game designed for children,
"Twitch Plays Pokemon" has become an
interesting social experiment. Reds success can only be achieved by the players

working together, which is an extraordinary feat for such a large number of
people. Additionally, the game's creator
decided to implement a voting system, in
which the players can vote for either "anarchy" or "democracy" in order to decide
how the game will turn out.
In its original state, the game was
only run under "anarchy," with any commands entered being obeyed by Red.
When "democracy" is voted in, the command with the most votes in a 20-second
period will be obeyed, which many see as
undermining the integrity of the game.
They feel that if the game cannot be beaten through "anarchy," then it should not
be beaten at all.
The "anarchy" versus "democracy"
voting was only implemented so that certain difficult portions of the game could
be accomplished relatively painlessly, but
it has become an analogy for how things
are done in the real world.
When the game is run under "anarchy' almost nothing gets done, and
everyone makes Red waste time for fun.
When it is run under "democracy," the
plot gets played out, and Red gets important things done.
This is comparable to how things
are done in the real world, with progress
being made when people work together
democratically, and chaos reigning when
people act like they are in a state of anarchy.
If you decide that you want to take a
stroll down memory lane and revisit your
childhood, all while getting a good laugh,
"Twitch Plays Pokemon" is the place for
you.
Additionally, if you want to watch a
social experiment at work, you're in the
right place. "Twitch Plays Pokemon" is
a very interesting concept, and should
he watched by everyone, just to see what
is going on in the game. With so many
people controlling one game at the same
time, you never know what you may find.

ff

Archer" revamp hits the mark

By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
One of the funniest shows on
television has recently returned for its fifth season,
and it has a whole new look. What was
once "Archer," an animated show on FX
about a ragtag group of secret agents,
has become "Archer Vice" in which
these former agents are trying to sell a
literal ton of cocaine.
While some would be hesitant to a
change to a show that has been generally well received and loved among its fan
base, the change to "Archer" this season
has only continued on in its hilarity.
It's pretty rare to see a show go
through a pretty big change and still
come out on the other side as on-top as
it was before. The storyline might have
changed from fighting the enemies to
trying to sell them drugs, but Ray is still
alternating between paralysis and being
a cyborg and Pam is still causing problems with her ties to the Yakuza.
All of your favorite characters are
back for "Archer Vice," except for the
familiar ISIS headquarters (it might as
well have been a character) which has

moved to inside Carol/Cheryl/Cherlene's mansion (with Babou, the Ocelot). The problems facing the gang also
has taken a new shape.
Pam is now addicted to cocaine
and opiates, turning her into a skinny
she-Hulk that wreaks havoc on everyone. Lana is trying to navigate selling
the cocaine so that she can keep her job,
while also handling being pregnant and
almost literally beating Sterling back
with a stick to keep him from infringing on her baby's life.
Of course, Krieger is still working
in his lab, on who would ever want to
know what, but it's probably not a hybrid pig-boy (because he doesn't have
one of those) or a way to make Ray be
able to walk again.
One of the biggest advertisements
for this season was that there was going to be a character killed off who has
been with ISIS since the beginning. If
you've watched episodes of "Archer"
before, you'll probably have a pretty
good guess of who it is.
If you were apprehensive of watching season five of "Archer," don't be. Of
course, the preview for the season itself
should have been all you needed to get

excited for the return of Sterling Archer
and the gang.
In October, they released one of
the best season previews for a TV show.
Their preview was a spoof on "Top
Gun" while "Danger Zone," by Kenny
Loggins played in the background.
Danger zone has been one of the greatest lines to work its way throughout the
series and to see it pop up in the season
five preview was all I needed to be anxiously awaiting the show's return.
When the show premiered, it certainly didn't disappoint. We're.all waiting for the return of Barry and Katya,
and for a celebrity to pop up in the best
of ways, a la Burt Reynolds in season
three.
So far there have been memorable
moments, such as the gang trying to
phase out their use of "phrasing" and a
violent run in/miscommunication with
the FBI. But I'm still anxiously awaiting
an episode like the "rampage" episode
or when "Archer" goes to space.
But I'll be back every week, knowing that it will be one of the best half
hours of my week. "Archer Vice" airs on
Mondays at 10 on FX.

•

Contribute to The Mirror.
Add a line to your resume.
Apply your writing skills.
Get published.
■

Party like a journalist.
.

Mondays at 7 p.m.
Brainstorm and pitch stories and talk to
editors.
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Critiques from the EIC and Mirror adviser
Dr. Xie.
■

•
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Point/Counterpoint: Fairfield's Admission Video
Loan Le
My first thought after
watching the video was "Well,
that's nice."
When I was a senior in high
school, it was without any emotional attachment that I applied
to a small Jesuit school in Fairfield. At the time, I wasn't sure
what I was looking for in an institution I would be apart of for four
years - all coming to an end. Yet,
after watching this video, I realized what I consider important
now and wished I considered
more as a freshman: community.
"Without a sense of caring,
there can be no sense of community," the writer Anthony Burgess
once said. The video highlighted and also stayed true to the
amount of attention that faculty,
staff and community members
give students. In one shot, we see
a student eating lunch with a Jesuit. This situation might sound
odd, even the butt of a joke, but
it actually happens at Fairfield.
In another shot, we see a student
speaking to a professor after class.
In my four years, I can definitely say that I've encountered
and grown under fine professors
who not only teach, but inspire.
Most would say that community is a glorified and imaginative
concept, and despite harboring
cynical (I say realistic) impressions of certain aspects of Fairfield, I think one of the best
things about Fairfield is actually
the community. I've truly found

Christina Mowry
Contributing Writer

Editor-in -Chief
my place here at the newspaper
and also in my classes, where
many professors dedicate their
time to nurture students.
I'm not saying that the video is entirely true. Sure, current
Stags will know what's false about
the video. The well-lit dining
room managed to make the food
in Barone look appetizing. That
little game outside of the library?
No one ever dares to disrupt the
majestic scenery of the rolling
hills and the looming trees (that
I always imagine I would one day
spend under, reading, rather than
stay cooped in my room searching Imgur). And where exactly
did they film that Yoga scene? I've
never seen that room.
So, why would I like this
video if there were small discrepancies? Because I watched it
from the viewpoint of a prospective student, and that's the main
audience.
Overall, the video catered
to what all prospective students
need: a place to belong. With its
breathtaking aerials of the university and Fairfield, jovial shots
of student-to-student and student-to-teacher relationships and
highly pleasurable soundtrack,
the video really markets to
young, impressionable high
school students.

Fairfield's new admissions
video shows Fairfield as the
best college experience in the
world. Don't get me wrong, I
love Fairfield but I think the
video has a couple of problems.
How many times have
you browsed through the Stag
Spirit Shop, admiring the $75
jackets with a smile? I can't remember the last time I bought
Fairfield apparel, since it usually seems to be overpriced.
The video also shows a
group of students working on
a group project in the library,
smiling and laughing loudly. If
I were laughing and chatting in
the upstairs section of the library, I'm pretty sure someone
would tell me to shut up or kick
me out.
Do you really enjoy the
food in Barone? It looks incredible in the Fairfield admissions video, but how many
times have you actually devoured the food with a smile?
The only foods I've ever eaten
in Barone are bagels and cereal,
which I've deemed fairly edible.
When was the last time
you stood outside of Bellarmine mansion and had a serene
moment? With classes, extracurricular and trying to main-

Luigi DiMeglio '14

Jessica Mendes '14

Editor's note:

Point/Counterpoint wants to give students on campus a chance to voice their opinions on specific issues. Ihe topics must be
relevant to a majority of the student population and can be a current event or a long-standing issue. If you would like to be
featured in the column, contact info@fairfieldmirror.com.

Stags Say...

Notable Quotes
Erin Sullivan
Senior

Saraphina Gohar
Prospective Student
I was already
really into the
school before I
came here, but
it definitely was
awesome. I like
to learn about the
whole Jesuit thing.
I had no idea it
was so serious, but
I liked it a lot.

What do you think of
Fairfield's new
admissions video?

I loved it. I loved
the music.... I loved
how it showed
the three different
perspectives. The
people represent
a good majority of
the campus.

Everett Reed |
Freshman

Shaguille Ricketts |
Senior
It was really well
done. It had a lot
of diversity going
on and that's really
what the university
is trying to promote
so that was a very
good aspect. I think
it was a pretty good
representation of the
school, generally.

tain a social life, I don't always
make my way up to Bellarmine
mansion to think about my life.
Once again, a student is
shown in deep thought as he
stands in front of the stag statue. The only time I have ever
seen students near the stag
statue are while giving tours or
freshmen riding it.
The student also plays
football in front of the library
with a group of friends. If I
tried to play football there now,
I would break my neck trying
to run through the two feet of
snow we always seem to have.
At least we're advertising our
phenomenal football team.
And finally, the third student is shown praying at the
chapel. This is a great way to
advertise that Fairfield is a Jesuit institution, but what about
all the students who aren't
Catholic? I know many people
that haven't set foot in Egan
Chapel since they were given
a tour as high school students.
After being shown praying, the student appears to be
at a beach party. But where
are the girls traipsing through
the sand with their skintight
dresses and stilettos? And what
would a Fairfield beach party
be without a keg and solo cups?
While I would never take
back my three years at Fairfield,
this video does not portray the
average day of a student.

Daniela Collahuazo
Freshman
I think it's creative and shows an overall idea of what
Fairfield really is and what it has to offer.

I think that this video
was great. It really
portrayed the sense
of community that
is here at Fairfield
University.
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Weekly 4x5
Because they
like to talk...

Ik

Jennifer Calhoun

Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and special guest
Patrick Kiernan

With the NFL Combine starting,

Scale of 1 -10, how much do you

What are your predictions for the

What are your thoughts on this

seen this year?

who do you think will be the
number one draft pick?

hate Canada right now?

Academy Awards this weekend?

season of "The Bachelor"?

This year? Well if you turn to my

I hope it's a kicker. Is it weird that

9.999. The only reason it's not 10

This is Leo's year.

I have too many thoughts for this

article in The Vine, you'll clearly

that's like the one thing I want to

is because the gloves they have

tiny square. Anyone who knows

see it's "Endless Love."

see in my days? A kicker taken first

with the maple leaf on the palm is

me knows I can talk about this for

overall. That or Air Bud.

really cute.

hours, even if I know you couldn't
care any less.

"The LEGO Movie" - hands down.

The Luigi DiMeglio in Fairfield's lat-

My dislike for Canada never wanes,

Stay-at-home moms everywhere

I think that guy who has been

I find more authenticity in those
litrtle plastic toys than actual
celebrities.

est admissions video who appears to
be playing football. I know nothing
of the sport, but that guy looks phe-

so I'm consistently at 10.

will get another chance to weigh in

hanging around all those chicks

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

on the raging "Is-Ellen-Degeneres-

is having a really solid time. Does

entertaining?" debate.

that answer the question? Is that

nomenal. Seriously, I want to confess

accurate? Cool, glad I could be

here that I don't play very well.

constructive.

Shane Falco.

For those of you lucky enough to be

I've paid some people big to ensure

One man choosing between 30 gorgeous

year I watch it in, it is still the

friends with me on Facebook, you

that a certain actress whose name

women who all want him? Sounds

greatest movie(s) of all tune.

know how I felt that day Needless

rhymes with Dennifer Dawrenece has

like a slow Tuesday in my world. Only

to say, all the members of Team

a slight wardrobe malfunction while

difference is instead of 30 women doing

Canada will be receiving a nice, big,

on camera. You're welcome, planet

all they can to find love with me, I have

flaming bag of "congrats" from me.

Earth.

"Star Wars." Doesn't matter what

jPaS^^Sfi^gfr
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Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:

What's the best movie you've

Sports Editor

Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

O
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10 chicken nuggets doing all they can to
avoid being eaten by me.

o

Patrick Kiernan
The Boss

Easily "The LEGO Movie." Even

Anyone other than Johnny "Foot-

Considering that I get my views

I'm not going to watch at all, but I

though it's only February, I'm

ball" Manziel. That way, his com-

of Canada from Barney Stinson of

say DiCaprio wins most if not all

I actually have something to say
about this because my girlfriend

completely confident that it will be

ment about how the Texans not

HIMYM, a clear 10.

awards.

watches this show. What I've been

movie of the year.

picking him # 1 would be a dumb

able to gather is that Juan Pablo is

move makes him look dumb.

a dirty, dirty man.

What to watch for:

What you missed:

Friday:

Wednesday:

Men's basketball vs. Marist, 7 p.m.

Women's lacrosse fell to Hofstra, 8-7

Women's basketball at Canisius, 7 p.m.
Baseball at Richmond, 3 p.m.

Thursday:
Men's basketball defeated Niagara, 72-66

Softball vs. Kent State, noon.

Friday:
Saturday:
Men's tennis at Citadel, TBA

Women's basketball defeated Manhattan, 73-52
Women's tennis defeated Villanova, 4-3

Women's tennis at Seton Hall, TBA

Saturday:

Baseball at Richmond, 1 p.m.

Men's lacrosse defeated Manhattan, 18-4

Softball vs. Dartmouth, 6:30 p.m.

Women's lacrosse fell to Rutgers,6-5

Sunday:

Men's basketball fell to Canisius, 90-78

Women's basketball at Niagara, 2 p.m.

Men's tennis defeated Fairleigh Dickinson, 4-1

Monday:

Sunday:

Women's lacrosse vs. Lehigh, 2 p.m.

Women's basketball defeated Siena 57-47

Tuesday:

Tuesday:

Men's lacrosse vs. Providence, 2 p.m.

Men's lacrosse fell to Hofstra, 9-7

Sports
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Another bump in the road for Knicks
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer

Just when fans thought that
the season could not get any worse
for the New York Knicks, their
starting point guard, Raymond
Felton, was arrested on gun
charges early Tuesday morning
after a loss to the Dallas Mavericks.
He was charged with second and
third-degree criminal possession
of a firearm, which are felonies,
and fourth-degree possession of
a firearm, a misdemeanor. Police
said Felton was in possession of a
gun he wasn't registered to own.
His wife, Ariane RaymondoFelton, has alleged that he
threatened her with the firearm,
according to multiple reports.
Before the Monday night game,
an attorney for Raymondo-Felton
arrived at a Manhattan police
precinct with a pistol. RaymondoFelton later went to the precinct
that night and made a statement
to detectives and the New York
Knicks point guard remained in
police custody Tuesday after his
arrest for gun charges. Felton
turned himself in at 12:50 a.m.
What's most imperative to
note about this case is just how
much the NBA has stressed
firearm policies in the past. In
2010, it had been revealed that
Wizards players Javaris Crittenton
and Gilbert Arenas were illegally
bringing firearms into an arena.
This resulted in both players being
suspended for the rest of that
season. Both players were out of

the league entirely just a few years
later.
So,
putting
this
into
consideration, why did Felton feel
that he needed to own a firearm?
More importantly, why did he
neglect to register it? It's obvious
that the NBA doesn't take the
matter of weapons lightly, so why
even dabble in it? Maybe Felton
believes that as a high-profile
athlete, he has to have protection
with him at all costs.
But, realize that Felton is an
athlete in New York, one of the
states with the most strict gun
possession laws. Let's not forget
about the Plaxico Burress firearm
case. In 2009, after accidentally
shooting himself in the leg with
an unauthorized firearm, the New
York Giants wide receiver had
been indicted by the grand jury on
two counts of criminal possession
of a weapon in the second degree,
and a single count of reckless
endangerment in the second
degree, both felonies. Burress
accepted a plea deal that put him
in prison for 20 months with an
additional two years of supervised
release.
After short stints with the
Jets and Steelers, Burress found
himself out of the NFL after what
could have been a Hall of Fame
career. As a result of New York's
strict firearm laws, Burress found
himself out of a career. Again, with
that considered, why would Felton
feel the need to own a firearm in
New York, of all places, and not
register it? Does he believe that he
is above the law because he is an

Scandals

NBA player? These are questions
that we will not know the answer
to for some while, but, regardless,
the charges against Felton are
enough to put him behind bars for
a significant amount of time.
An immediate challenge for
Felton is whether he can travel
with the Knicks and leave the
state of New York while facing the
charges. It will also be the first big
test of new NBA commissioner
Adam Silver's tenure. As part of
the bail process, Felton will have
to convince a judge that he is not
a risk or danger to the public,
and that he needs to travel with
the Knicks in order to fulfill his
employment contract. But, what
if he is unable to convince the
judge? The Knicks could very
well release Felton and he could
remain
without
employment
for the length of his possible
imprisonment. Ultimately, that
could leave the rest of his NBA
career in imbalance.
All of this information
compiled on top of the fact that
the New York Knicks are having
a terrible season has Knicks fans,
myself included, absolutely fed
up with the team and its players.
Raymond Felton headlines these
disappointing
players.
This
season, the nine-year NBA veteran
is shooting 40.3 percent from
the field and 29.6 percent from
3-point range while averaging just
10.4 points per game. This is very
abysmal compared to the numbers
that he put up in previous stints
with the Knicks and throughout
his career.

As the starting point guard,
Felton has seen the Knicks
accumulate a dismal 21-36 record
as of Feb. 24. In the midst of a
struggling season, the Knicks
have tried to put together a few
trade deals that involved Felton.

However, all of them fell through.
Now, it is unknown whether he
will play again this season, next
year or ever again in the NBA.

Creative Commons/Keith Allison
Knicks' guard Raymond Felton handles the ball for the team in an earlier game.
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Look back at America in Sochi Olympics
By Matthew Schneider
Sports Columnist
The Olympics only happen
once every four years, so they
should be enjoyed as much as
possible while they are around. As
a sports fan, nothing gets me more
excited than rooting for my home
country (and hopefully watching
it win some medals) with all of
my friends. It is a time of national
unity, where people put aside
their differences to root for their
countries with pride.
On a local basis, the winter
Olympics is very interesting to
some of the athletes that attend
Fairfield University. A member
of the ice hockey team, as well
as members of intramural floor
hockey teams and a student that
skis, just watched the Olympics
and wondered what it would
be like to be up on a pedestal,
bringing honor and glory to their
country by winning a gold medal.
"I love watching the Olympics,"
says ice hockey player Marc
DeLuca '15. When asked which
part is his favorite, he predictably
said men's ice hockey. I asked him
how he thinks it would feel to win
a gold medal, as well as honor and
glory for the United States, and
DeLuca responded, "The thought
never really came to mind, but if
I had to imagine it, it must be an
awesome experience and a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity."
I am of the opinion that
people put sports rivalries on hold
when it comes to rooting for their
countries, and DeLuca is of the
same mind. When asked if he ever
has trouble rooting for a player
that is usually a member of a rival
team, DeLuca responded, "I try to
put it all aside for the Olympics
because no matter what, they are
still representing our country."
Well said, Marc!
On a more personal level,
DeLuca was excited to watch
the Olympics because one of the
members of the U.S. men's hockey

team, Kevin Shattenkirk, is from
his hometown of Greenwich, Conn.
DeLuca said that he really liked
watching TJ Oshie play because of
his exciting shootout performance
against Russia (Oshie scored four
goals on six attempts during a
game-deciding shootout), but that
he has always had a soft spot for
Shattenkirk because of being from
the same town. DeLuca said that he
is glad that Shattenkirk played very
well, and did Greenwich proud.
Intramural
floor
hockey
player Buddy Mulholland '15 feels
that ice hockey in the Olympics is
as exciting as it gets. When asked
his opinion on having professional
players in the games, Mulholland
replied that he thinks it is good,
because it makes the games fair for
Creative Commons/Tim Hipps
The United States walks in at the Opening Ceremonies of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi.

"I think the Olympics are
a good thing because they
bring everyone together
and make everyone root
for the same team for
once."
- Mike Facciolo ' 15
most countries.
However, he also likes the fact
that not all of the teams are made
up of strictly NHL players, because
it allows him to see people he
wouldn't usually get to. "It makes
more sense," Mulholland said.
"Obviously it makes a difference
since Team Canada is all NHL
players, but it is nice seeing players
from different leagues like the
KHL and Finnish League."
Another intramural floor
hockey player, Mike Facciolo '15,
thinks that the Olympics are great
because they unite people together
as a country. However, he also
feels that in this modern day and
age, things can get a little out of
hand.
"I think the Olympics are a

good thing because they bring
everyone together and make
everyone root for the same team
for once, but they are not what
they used to be," Facciolo said.
"Back before everyone had access
to social media, the Olympics were
all about team play and rooting
on your own country. Nowadays,
when everyone can tweet their
feelings, people can get overcompetitive and say some truly
horrible things that make all of us
look bad."
Facciolo is referring to the
copious amounts of tweets that
people wrote in response to the
U.S. hockey team's loss to Canada.
Tweets
disparaging
Canada
and those who live in it were
everywhere, and they made people
look very foolish for taking things
so seriously. Hopefully, people can
remember what the games are all
about, and be happy that they get
to watch such great competition
and excellence.
Junior Greg Petit, who has
been skiing since he was seven,
has a surprising stance on the
Olympics. Expecting to hear him
say that he likes to watch the skiing

events, I was shocked to hear that
he doesn't really watch them at
all! "To be honest I watch a lot of
skiing edits and other stuff," Petit
said. "I never really sat down and
watched [the Olympics]. I would
also much rather [do skiing moves
and tricks] myself then watch."
Perhaps
Petit
is
onto
something here! Instead of wasting
time watching professionals ski,
he practices and betters his own
technique! Maybe this is the recipe
to success, and we will see Petit up
on the Olympic podium in a few
years!
Most of the athletes that I
talked to thought the USA did
pretty well these past few weeks
in Sochi. Petit feels that the ski
teams did reasonably well, as he
was keeping track of how they
did instead of watching. DeLuca
and Facciolo felt that the men's
hockey team did well, but were
disappointed that they came up
just short of medaling. "Overall,
I say it was a great performance,"
DeLuca said. "It's disappointing
that [the team] lost to Canada in
such a close game, but I would
definitely say I'm proud that such a

talented group of guys represented
the U.S."
Mulholland, on the other
hand, felt that the team didn't
play that well, and he expected
more from them. He said that he
feels "pretty disappointed since
[the team] showed such promise
in the beginning, especially with
that great win over Russia." He
went on to say that the team "just
collapsed over the last two games,"
resulting in its downfall. I think
that all of these athletes have valid
points, though I wouldn't go as far
as Mulholland did in expressing
disappointment in the play of the
men's hockey team.
Now that the Olympics are
over, life will return to normal
for these athletes (or as normal
as things ever get in the life of
Olympians). They will have to
wait four more years to compete
again to attempt to win glory for
their home countries. I have no
hesitation in saying that I can't
wait for the 2018 Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South Korea, and
that I hope the U.S. does as well
there as it did in Sochi!

Creative Commons
Sgt. Jeremy Teela (right) shoots a perfect 10 for 10 from the prone position en route to a 24th-place finish Tuesday in the men's Biathlon 12.5-kilometer pursuit at Whistler Olympic Park.
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Thomas Shea/ The Mirror
Coach Andy Copelan talks to his team before a practice in the 2013 season. Copelan will look to senior leadership for the Stags to have a successful 2014 season.

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
For the second consecutive year,
the Fairfield men's lacrosse team is
ranked among the top 25 teams in the
county to start the season. And for
the second consecutive season, Head
Coach Andy Copelan does not seem to
concern himself with it.
For Copelan, more value is put
into the quality of the product that
shows up on game day, rather than in
what others seem to think of his squad
so early in the season.
"It's honestly too early for
me to start thinking about April
and conference play and NCAA
possibilities," said Copelan, "... but I
do like this year's team. We shuffled
some pieces around, we think that we're
more athletic at the attack than we have
been in years past. We have a seniorladen group defensively, a very good
goaltender ... I think our first midfield
right now unit of Eric Warden, Drew
Federico, and Jake Knostman ... there
has been a real strong chemistry that
has evolved with those three."
Of course, seeing time in national
polls is nothing new for this program.
This is the third consecutive season that
the team has been featured in the top
25 at some point during the season. It
has been three consecutive years that
the Stags have qualified for the ECAC
Tournament as well. However, they
have fallen short in that tournament in
each of those seasons, failing to make an
NCAA Tournament appearance under
Copelan's tutelage. That something that
Copelan and his players think they can
change this season.
"We'd certainly like to win the
conference and have a crack at the
NCAA Tournament, that's the ultimate
goal. But expectations are just to keep
working hard and hopefully keep

playing at a high level, and with that you
certainly hope you win more than you
lose," said Copelan.
Fairfield returns five of its six
leading point scorers from last season,
including Jordan Greenfield who led
the team with 34 goals last season,
good for sixth in the ECAC. Greenfield
is supported by fellow senior Eric
Warden, who is currently tied for first in
the conference in goals with 10, as well
as junior Tristan Sperry, who is tied for
first in the conference with 13 points.

"Oh Captain, My Captain"
Where the Stags have a lot of
experience and leadership comes on the
defensive side of the ball, anchored by
goalkeeper Jack Murphy '14, who was
fourth in the conference last season
with 165 saves for Fairfield. Murphy
was drafted 59th overall by the Boston
Cannons in this past Januarys Major
League Lacrosse Draft.
Murphy is one of three captains
on this year's team, and all three are
featured on defense. In addition to
Murphy, senior defensemen Greg
Perraut and Toby Armour were also
named captain for this season. Perraut
has appeared in every game since
coming to campus back in fall of 2010,
starting 45 of them, and has been a
steady contributor to a defensive unit
that is perennially ranked as one of the
best in the nation.
Armour transferred from Johns
Hopkins before playing in all 15 games
for Fairfield last season, starting 14
of them. He led the team in turnover
forced with 14 en route to being named
all-ECAC Second Team last year.
"The three seniors who will serve
as team captain are naturally gifted
leaders who have a strong competitive
spirit and a deep passion for this
program,'' Copelan told Fairfieldstags.

com after naming his captains in
September.
"Greg has been an impact player
since his arrival to campus. He has
developed into a great lacrosse player,
but more importantly, a fine young
man. Toby and Jack are unique in
that they both transferred into our
program. Their captainship is a clear
testament to the impact that they have
made on this program both on and
off the field. I'm pleased in our team's
selections and trust that Toby, Greg and
Jack will provide sound and productive
leadership," he stated.
That leadership on defense has
certainly helped the Stags this season, as
they have yet to allow a goal when they
are in man-down situation. Opponents
have yet to score in seven man-up
opportunities, including three in the
game against Hofstra, thanks in no
small part to the three captains.

Stags look solid in earlyseason games
Before any thoughts oftournament
championships and NCAA berths enter
Stags fans heads, Fairfield first must
take care of business in the regular
season, to which they have gotten off
to a great start. The Stags came into
yesterday's game against Hofstra riding
a two game winning streak to start the
season, with wins over Delaware and
Manhattan coming in dominating
fashion. Fairfield defeated Delaware
18-8 back on February 15, and then
blasted Manhattan 18-4 this past
Saturday.
"I think in the Delaware game,
our guys were just really excited to play,
they were just kind of chomping at the
bit, and excited that the season was
finally here, so it was just an energetic
performance," said Copelan. "We were
able to carry that forward with a similar

m

performance against Manhattan, and I
think there was just good energy, that
being the home opener and all ... We
were pleased with those two victories"
Fairfield went into yesterdays
game against Hofstra ranked 17th in the
country, but were halted on the road by
the Pride. Fairfield suffered its first loss
of the young season, losing 9-7.
One thing that has plagued the
team in their three games this season
is ground ball play, where Fairfield's
opponents this year have gotten 14
more ground balls so far. Their match
against Hofstra was no different, with
the Pride winning the ground ball battle
29-22 over the Stags.
"We're really aware of, I don't want
to call them deficiencies, but right now
we have not been as good of a faceoff
team as I think we're going to need to be
coming down the stretch, so we'll need
to make some improvements there,"
said Copelan. "...so those two things
[ground balls and faceoffs], I think if we
don't get them fixed in a hurry, they're
going to come back to haunt us. We're
trying to button those up."

Young Stags Step Up
Despite being a team that was
picked to finish second in the ECAC
Preseason Coaches' Poll, Fairfield sports
a couple of very young players in their
starting lineup. There are currently two
freshmen starting for Copelan's squad,
and he has been pleased with the output
those younger players have had thus far
this season.
"I think we've gotten a lot of
contributions from some of the
underclassmen," said Copelan.
Freshmen David Fleming and Jake
Knostman both have made an impact
this season for the Stags, with both
scoring four goals apiece in three games
thus far.

"I think both [Fleming and
Knostman] have the potential to be
really, really good college lacrosse
players," said Copelan.

New look for the ECAC,
but don't get comfortable
This year marks the final season
in which men's lacrosse will play in the
Eastern College Athletic Conference
before changing to the Colonial Athletic
Conference in 2015. The ECAC has a
very different makeup to it this year,
with only five teams in the conference,
making winning each conference game
that much more important.
But Copelan said that the
modified conference does not change
their approach to conference games,
even if the Stags' conference schedule
calls for them to travel to three faraway
cities over a span of 13 days in early
April as the season winds down.
"It doesn't change our approach at
all," said Copelan. "The only thing is that
we'll have to get pretty good at travelling.
We have to fly out to Colorado Springs,
then to Louisville, then to Ann Arbor,
then out to Columbus, Ohio if we can
make the ECAC Tournament. That will
be something that will be a little unique,
but we'll cross that bridge a month and
a half from now."
For now, Fairfield sits at 2-1 on
the still very young season. The team
has a stretch of four straight home
games over the next month, where
they take on Providence, Yale, Stony
Brook and UMass, which will be a
very telling period for them team. If
they walk away from that stretch with
two or fewer losses, it will make the
ECAC conference games much more
interesting, as they will be in ideal
position to make another run at that
ECAC Tournament title and grab that
elusive NCAA Tournament bid.

